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Cherbourg Fall

Believed Near

BerlinRaided:;Nazis
Offer Bombing*Deal’

2,000 U.S. Planes
Strike Record Blow

More than 2,000 American warplanes,
the mightiest air armada ever to hit
Berlin, slashed through European skies
yesterday to give the German capital its
first heavy attack since the Continental
landis

The raid also was sharp proof that
savage assaults on the heart of Hitler-
dom would continue hand-in-hand with
blows against the Nazi robot-plane coast
and overwhelming cover for advancing
ground troops.

Shepherded by an estimated force of
more than 1,000 P47s, PSis and P38s
of both Eighth and Ninth Air Forces,
more than 1, Fortresses and Libera-
tors showered explosives on targets in
Berlin and outlying Basdorf.

The record raid—the first by- heavy
bombers since D-Day and the 12th of the
war for the USAAF—marked the first
time P47s had taken part in a mission
to Berlin, Eighth Air Force announced.
It was the longest trip the Thunderbolts
ever made.

M g the ffensi
lﬁmsl the launching area for pilotless
planes, mh deoming l](isflld\l in
uthern and yesterday, arau-
ders, c by Thunderbolts, swept

Sen Calais ang. Amiens: g
The new attack raised the - tonnage
dropped by Ninth AF bombers on ihe
concrete platforms in the last six
months to close o 13,000 tons and fol-
Jowed the previous day's endless assaults
by contingents of Marauders, Havocs,
Fortresses, Liberators, Mitchells, Bos-
tons, Typhoons and Spitfires. >
Eighth Air Force heavies flew two mis-
sions against the winged-bomb emplace-
ments Tuesday and the RAF's Second
al ir Force struck ten of

bases.

Berlin’s defenders yesterday threw up
an extremely heavy flak barrage and
spread a smoke screen over the city in a
fruitless attempt to ward off the precision
raid. The Luftwaffe, however, failed to
appear in force, although some individual
dogfights _were reported, and one
Liberator *formation was attacked by 60
Nazi aircralt.

Cost of the giant blow was 43 bombers
and seven fighters. Twenty-one enmy craft

(Continued on page 4)

No 1945 Letdown Likely
In Troop Move Abroad

WASHINGTON, June 21 (AP)—The
U.S. will have an overseas fighting force
of 5,000,000 by the end of the year, but
the overseas movement of American
forces “is likely to continue at a high
rate during 1945, Lt. Gen. Joseph 1.
McNarney, deputy chief of staff, told the
Senate Appropriations Committec

fﬁlewszoday]

Americans  assault  final
France—{{" defenses of Cherbourg
after heavy air and artillery bombard-
ment. . . . Fall of port inevitable as
Yanks take arc of high ground around
city. . . . British fight fierce tank battle
below Tilly zndN;:ap(ure Onchy.

: ore than 2,000 Ameri-
Air War can heavy bombers and
fighters raid Berlin in city’s first large-
scale attack since European landings
+ « . Marauders batter pilotless-plane
installations on Pas de Calais.

ig—Red Army sweeps beyond
Ru?&l(l _captured Vipuri, floods into
rich industrial south Finland in unrelent-
ing advance aimed at Helsinki, 125 miles
southwest.
> Great naval battle may be on
P“"'ﬁ‘f"l‘zoo miles from Tokyo.
« .. U.S. troops now hold southern half
of Saipan Island, in Marianas. . . . Allies
capture last two airfields on Biak Island,

Dutch New Guinea.
Imly_Thundenbolls score five hits on

20,000-ton Axis aircraft carrier

::_‘f}cnoa . . . Eighth and Fifth armies
ive on,
As,-a__Chinese announce Japanese

completely cleared out of moun-
tains on Sino-Burmese border after 40-
ggy campaign. . . . Chungking admits fall
- R

HintThey'llCutOut
Blows if Allies Will

While German pilotless-planes con-
tinued to roar over southern England and
Berlin was being raided by more than
1,000 U.S. Forts and Libs, a Nazi official
told a Berlin press conference yesterday
that flying bombs would continue to rain
on England until the British realized that
aerial warfare was “‘a boomerang."

statement was made by Dr.
Dietrich, Germany's press and radio
overlord, who said it was a statement
rather than an offer to discontinue air
warfare if the British also would quit

However, a spokesman of the Berli
Propaganda’ Ministry later was quotes
by German Overseas News Agency as

saying:

“Germany will continue to employ the
new weapon against Britain, but Dr.
Dietrich’s statement hints that the inten-
sity and duration of these attacks may be

(Continued on page 4)
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Were‘Provoked’; Briton
Explains Statement

A speech by Oliver Lyttelton, British
Minister of Production, in which was
quoted as sa{‘mg that **America provoked
Japan to such an extent that the Japanese
were forced to attack at Pearl Harbor,”
stirred a furore in the U.S. yesterday and
drew a sharp denial from Secretary of
State Cordell Hull.

In an unusual statement in which he
permitted newsmen to quote him directly,
Hull said Lyttelton was “entirely in
error” and declared : .

“This government, from beginning to
end, was actuated by a single ‘policy of
self-defense against the rapidly-increas-
inngmger to this nation.”

yttelton, making clear that he was
not inkig of being d.
explained to the House of Commons that
“‘any misunderstanding is entirely due to
my own fault.

| was trying in parentheses to make
clear the gratitude which this country
feels for the help given to us in the war
al;g:inslsﬁermnny fore Japan attacked

“The words 1 used, however, when read
textually and apart from the whole tenor
of my speech, seemed to mean that the
help given to us against Germany pro-
voked Japan 10 attack. This is manifestly
untrue.”

The offending sentence, interpolated
in a Lend-Lease speech Lyttelton
delivered before the American Chamber
of Commerce in London, was carried by
many U.S. newspapers separate from the
prepared text of the speech and landed
on many front pages after Hull's
comment.

DeGaulle’sMen
Taking_(]ontrol

By the Associated Press

WITH AMERICAN FORCES, France,
June 19 (Delayed)—Representatives of
Gen. Charles De Gaulle’s provisional
government have already moved into the
liberated sector of Normandy to set up
political control of civil affairs, and they
are planning to extend their influence to
other areas as they are liberated by the
Allies.
. Although the provisional government
is as yet not recognized by the U.S., both
British and American civil-affairs officers
are co-opefating with De Gaulle's men.

Francois Coulet, who was secretary
general of Corsica, has arrived in Bayeux
to take over duties as commissioner of
the Republic for the Rouen region.

Kiler Is Executed
SALT LAKE CITY, June 21—Black-
bearded Austin Cox was executed by a
firing squad for the murder of five

Japs® Eantire
FleetMayBe
InGiantEray
Nimitz, Forrstal ree

Clash Is Likdy; Tell of
Recent Eneny Moves

that
naval forces had
with the ti ¢
that a sea battle was
which might d
whole future cou
war came yesterday
Washington. v
Tokyo radio told pf -a large-scale
naval battle being foight 1,200 miles
utheast of the Nippajese capital. The
brief bulletin gave no @tails, however.

A Tokyo broadcastpicked up in San
Francisco said a fierce Httle was going on
off the Marianis, and claimed that the
Japs had sunk one heyyy and one light
Americ cruiser. and ‘damaged three
heavy cruisers and opg lightcruiser.

In" Washington, -Secrdary of the Navy
James V. Forrestal,.sdyhg the elusive Jap
fleet had been sighted recendy 500 to 800
miles west of Saipan . Island, in the
Mari; ed ther

Indi

merica’s mighty
jught up at last
fleet and
raging on a scale
jvely affect the
of the Pacific
m Tokyo and

indica

Nimitz, at Pearl
Harbor, naval engagement
of undetermined degree may have already
started"—and added grimly that he hoped

;

s0.

Nimitz said that strong Jap naval us
—possibly the entire enethy t—had
moved into formation east of the Philip-
pines and that there was reason *“fo hope™
that some daamage was inflicted in an

(Continued on page 4)

U.S. Navy Iu\'ov Boasts
Setup of Eight Fleets

WASHINGTON, June 21—Adm.
Ernest J. King disclsed today that
the U.S. Navy now has eight fleets,
four of them in the Pacific.

The commander-in<hief of the fleet
and chief of naval operations ex-
plained that the systtm of command
originally called for task units, then
for larger task growps, then task
forces, and the task fortes were com-
bined to form ‘“task fleets.” The
eight task fleets, wih their com-
manders, were listed as follows :

Pacific Third Fleet, Adm, Halsey ; Pacific
Fifth Fleet, Adm. Spsmce; Southwest
Pacific Seventh Flcet, Vie Adm. Kincaid ;
Pacitic Ninth Fleet (Alegians), Vice Adm.
Fletcher ; Atlantic and Eumpean Fourth Flect,
; St Atlantic Fleet,
Meiterranean  Twelfth
Eorgesn Tenth Flees

s
Fleet, Adm. Stark;
(anti-submarine operationsf Adm. King.

*Marshal

Reds Drive On
In Swift Push
For Helsink:

All of Finland's rich industrial south
opened to them by the fall of Vipuri,
powerful Soviet assault forces swept
swiftly beyond that Karelian port yester-
day toward Helsinki, 125 miles to the
southwest, in an unrelenting drive
threatening not only the crackup of the
Finns' battered army but also their
government.

The only official word in Moscow was
that “the pursuit continues,” but the Red
Army was known to have passed Manik-
kala, six miles northeast of Vipuri.
Correspondents in  Moscow, noting
Leonid Govorov's Leningrad
armies have averaged six miles a day for
11 days, forecast there soon would
news the 1940 border 16 miles beyond
Vi}]{uri had been crossed. .

he Germans were said to be doing
their utmost to prevent Finland's capitu-
lation. The Stockholm Dagens Nyheter
reported that Col. Gen. Dietl, Nazi com-
mander in Finland, recently hurried to
Helsinki for talks with Finnish leaders.
The paper reported a rumor that a
personal message from Adolf Hitler was
handed Marshal Mannerheim, the
Finnish commander-in-chief.

lIhner_Riflg
Of Defenses
Is Pounded

Yanks Gainﬁgh Ground,
Shell Nazi Strongpoints;
Planes Bomb Foe

American infantry battered at the
final of d d Chert g
yesterday after a terrific bombard-
ment by Allied planes and artillery.
The Yanks seized an arc of high
ground around the city and their
command of the vantage points made
the fall of the great port virtually
inevitable.

With the swift, irresistible develop-
ment of Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley’s
fierce attack, the Germans were reported
to be hastily pulling every available
soldier from the fishtail-shaped tip of
the peninsula into the central fortress.

Americans assaulting the key
forts encountered the rmans’ mar<
shalled machinc-guns‘and mostars. Ger-
man News Agency, reporting the attack

Jap Force KOd
Ok 2

11 ]

#ii e eal D'
Area on Border; Admit
Loss of Changsha

CHUNGKING, June  20"— The
Japanese have been cleared out of the
Koalikung mountains on the Sino-
Burmese border to the last man, the

i High C d d
today, in 40 days’ fighting by the Chinese
armies battling westward to join forces
with Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell's troops
of the Ledo Road.

Some 4,000 square miles of territory
were wrested from the enemy atop the
loftiest and most difficult battleground
in the world. Latest Chinese successes in-
cluded the occupation of Chiangtso, a
Japanese stronghold 20 miles northeast
of Tengchung on the old Burma Road,
and establishment of a road -block
between Tengchung and Kutungkai.

At the same time, the Chinese acknow-
ledged that the Japanese offensive insouth-
eastern China along the north-south rail-
road between Hankow and Canton had
swept into the city of Changsha. Enemy
reports had told of a Chinese division
being wiped out there, but the Chinese
said their troops were withdrawn before
the ¢nemy entered the city Sunday.

Reports from Southeast Asia Command
headquarters- on the fighting in Burma
said that Stilwell's troops now hold two-
thirds of Myitkyina, key communications
center, and had cut off the Japanese de-
fenders except for a 500-yard strip along
the Irrawaddy River.

against the inner defenses, said signifi-

cantly that “so far” the German garrisonw’

has been able 0 hold out. - But it x;:’l‘d;
3

of fresh U.S. troops. in ‘‘cons:
ise

Nazi

1zi De 1S 0 -
The German defense centered the
French forts of Octeville, a Cherbourg
suburb, and the fortress of Montagne de
Roule, atop a 450-foot clift overlooking
the city. While these forts were in pro-
cess of reduction by medium and fighter-
bomber attacks and artillery, the Ameri~
cans gained fayorable positions on high
ground overlopking other German dis-
Dositions.
“‘We can blast hell out of them with
artillery and they know it,” was the way
an official at U.S. field hcudc’uarters put
it. “In_the meantime, our land forces
are making good, steady progress.”

The Americans closed in on the city

from south, east and west. On the south-
eastern side artillery set a wooded area
ablaze to drive the Germans out. On the
west the Yanks captured Vasteville and
entered the extreme western tip of the
peninsula.
The German defenders, who had been
ordered to fight to the end, were bom-
barded not only with shells but also with
leaflets telling them about “those two
other fatal peninsulas, Cap Bon and the
Crimea,” and pointing out the Lopeless-
ness of their resistance. The leaflets pro-
mised them, if they surrendered. fair
treatment, good food, hospital care, mail
payroll status and ecducation
facilities—"and, of course, you get home
after the end of the war.” *

The Germans reported that down the
neck of the peninsula U.S. tank groups
massed for a new assault and said that
they expected an American drive south-
ward and southwestward aimed at un-
hinging the Nazi lines south of St.
Sauveur le Vicomte. 3
British armor was engaged in heavy

(Ce d on page 4)

‘We Could Hare Shook Their Hands’

By Robert Reuben
Reuter Corregondent

WITH ADVANC US. AIR-
BORNE FORCES, Jute 20 (delayed)—
Five bearded paratrobpers, who have
spent 15 harrowing days ‘and nights
behind the enemy ling in the northern
Cherbourg peninsula, ‘returned to the
American forces today.
1 found the dusty #nd grimc-cov:(ed
quintet north of Montebourg, working
their way south to join their fellow-
paratroopers near Carentan, and gave
them a ride in an armored car 1 had
“borrowed” from the flecing Nazis.
The men are Cpls. Bennie C. Arbaugh,
of St. Albans, W. Va., and August Famu-
laro, of New Orleans, and Pvts. George
Dougherty, of Whitmore Lake, Mich.;
Lloyd F. Forum, of Hickory, ﬂ.C.. and

James Carlson, of -Decatur, Ill.
Ehainniecnhadehasniddled by crose.

Bearded Yanks ‘Come Home’
After15DaysBehindNaziLines

firg and they had to make an emergency
jump about 10 miles from Cherbourg.

“We had just one minute after the
emergency bell sounded to-get ont of the
plane,” Arbaugh said. “The first night
we hid in the fields and the French
brought us bread, butter and milk. We
bad several skirmishes and finally it got
too hot and we moved on.

“We knocked out machine-gun nests
wherever we could, but we were caught
by superior fire and chased out twice.
We kept picking up more of our para-
troops, as well as our plane crew who had
made a forced landing, until we had about
50 men.”

“It_was tough,” said Forum. “We
had 15 miserable days. At one time we
were in the center of a concentrated
artillery barrage behind us and on both
sides, and infantry in front. We sneaked
gul of that at night, so close we could

rmans’ hands.

Says Cherbourg
Heavily Mined

By a Stars and Stripes Staff Writer
WITH U.S. TROOPS IN NOR-
MANDY, June 20 (delayed)—American
troops will find Cherbourg heavily mined
and full of booby traps when they move
into the city, according to a Frenchman
who left the port a few days before the

Allied landings in Normandy. 8
The traveler said that the Nazis had
been preparing demolitions for more than
two years and that nenrl{ every puddmg
had ‘been made ready for mining and

boobr traps.
All along the roads to the town there
arc signs with a skeleton’s head painted
over the words, “achtung minen,” but
casualties among American troops from
mines have been relatively small. 5

In at least one case, German mines
have bounced back on the Wehrmacht
with disastrous effects.  The Germans
had mined and booby-trapped an area
they were planning to abandon, but
before they could get away they were out-
flanked and driven back through the same
area,




